
 

 
GRACE IN THE DESERT 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 21, 2023 

8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
 

The Word of God 
  

Processional Hymn                      Hymnal 450: Verses 1-3, 6 
 

Opening Acclamation            BCP p. 355 
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen.    
People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 

Collect for Purity             BCP p. 355 
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.     
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Gloria in excelsis                                        Hymnal S 280                                         
  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father;  
receive our prayer 

For you alone are the Holy One you alone are the Lord. 
You alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

  

The Collect of the Day             BCP p. 226  
  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.    
People:  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. O God, the King of glory, you have 
exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us 
your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place 
where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson                                  Acts 1:6-14 
 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, 
is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
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ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When 
they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 
they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All 
these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well 
as his brothers. 

 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

The Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36              BCP p. 676 
 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
 let those who hate him flee before him. 
2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it 
 away; * as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked 
 perish at the presence of God. 
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
 let them also be merry and joyful. 
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
 exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
 YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 
5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
 God in his holy habitation! 
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6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners 
 into freedom; * but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
 when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
 at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
 at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
 you refreshed the land when it was weary. 
10 Your people found their home in it; * 
 in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for 
 the poor. 
33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
 sing praises to the Lord. 
34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
 he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 
35 Ascribe power to God; * 
 his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 
36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
 the God of Israel giving strength and power to his 
 people! Blessed be God! 
 

The Epistle                 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking 
place among you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's 
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when 
his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of 
God, is resting on you. 
 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so 
that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, 
because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert.   
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 
looking for someone to devour.                                           
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Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your 
brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same 
kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, 
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 
you. To him be the power forever and ever. 
 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.    
People:  Thanks be to God.  
  

Sequence Hymn                             Hymnal 495: Verses 1 & 3 
 

The Holy Gospel                 John 17:1-11 
                                                                                              

 Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
      to John.  
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have 
given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave 
me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with 
the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of 
the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them.                                                   
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And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one.” 
 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.   
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon    8:00 a.m. - The Rev. Angela Anderson 
        10:30 a.m. - The Rev. Susan Plucker   
    

The Nicene Creed            BCP p. 358  
                     

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were 
made.   For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.   On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.                                    
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People: Form III     BCP p. 387 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly 
serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word 
 and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of 
 the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or 
trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Celebrant:  God of grace, look with compassion upon us and all 
who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 

The Confession of Sin         BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
   

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.                            
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 
 

The Absolution  
                  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace              BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Birthday Prayer 
 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; 
bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen 
them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall, and in their hearts may 
your peace which passes understanding abide all the days 
of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Anniversary Prayer 
 

The blessing of God, whose love gave you life, be with you 
this day. The blessing of God, whose love makes all things 
new, be with you on this special occasion. The blessing of 
God, whose love gives us hope for tomorrow be with you 
now and always. Amen. 
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The Holy Communion 
  

The Offertory 
        

Offertory Sentence 
 

Offertory Anthem                 “Requiem for a Soldier” 
                   Solo: Sharon Woodward 
 

The Presentation of Gifts     Hymnal 380, Verse 3 
   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.   
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving   
 

Eucharistic Prayer D             BCP p. 372 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.   
People:  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.    
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant:  It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you 
thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light 
inaccessible from before time and for ever.  Fountain of life and 
source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with 
your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of 
your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to 
serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your 
presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, 
and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim 
you, and glorify your Name, as we sing (say):  
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Sanctus                             Hymnal S 130 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord.  God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant:  We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power.  
Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed 
us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so 
that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve 
all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, 
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy 
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. 
Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and 
through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  
 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time 
you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet 
without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of 
salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill 
your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the 
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.   
 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him 
who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first 
gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, 
and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.  
  

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his 
heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me."  
 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the dead, 
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts 
you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we 
bless you.  
  

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,  
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

  

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit 
may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them 
and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the 
bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of 
your Son Jesus Christ.   
 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one 
body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of 
your Name.  
   

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its 
faith, and preserve it in peace.  
 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints 
who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in 
union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
  

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and 
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, forever and ever. AMEN.  
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The Lord’s Prayer           BCP p. 364   
                                                      

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are 
bold to say,  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

The Breaking of the Bread 
                  

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia 
 

Fraction Anthem  (10:30 a.m.)           Hymnal S 154 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, therefore let us 

keep the feast.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.   
     [Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
      and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
      thanksgiving.] 
 

The Ministration of Holy Communion   
 

It is the custom in The Episcopal Church to receive both the Consecrated Bread 
and the Consecrated Wine.   To receive the Bread, cross your hands over each 
other, palms up.  Gluten free Consecrated Bread is available upon request.  To 
receive the Wine, either take a sip from the Chalice or dip the Bread in the 
Chalice.  If you prefer not to receive the Wine, cross your arms over your chest and 
the Minister will raise the Cup in front of you and say, “The Blood of Christ, the 
Cup of Salvation.”   Parents, please help your child receive Communion.    
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Communion Anthem  “I Vow to Thee, My Country,” Holst 
           Soloist: Ryan Ramirez 
 

Communion Hymn                                            Hymnal 552 
  

Postcommunion Prayer            BCP p. 365 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted 
us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and 
you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

The Blessing 
 

Recessional Hymn                     Hymnal 460: Verses 1, 3, 4
    

The Dismissal                    BCP p. 366 
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia,   
        Alleluia. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgement 
 

The Flowers on the Altar are given 
by Deborah Manning 

in memory of her sister and brother 
Nancy & Kenneth Brown. 
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PARTICIPANTS IN WORSHIP 
 

Celebrant and Preacher 
 

The Rev. Angela Anderson (8:00 a.m.) 
The Rev. Susan Plucker (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Assisting Priest:  The Rev. Angela Anderson(10:30 a.m.) 
 

Deacon:  The Rev. Barb Preas (8:00 a.m.) 
 

Lectors 
Larry Casey (8:00 a.m.) 

David James & Susan Cooper (10:30 a.m.)  
 

Eucharistic Minister  
Bill Audley (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Acolyte:  Karmen La Shaun Miller (8:00 a.m.) 
 

Crucifer Keilana Nikiforova (10:30 a.m.)  
 

Torch bearers (10:30 a.m.)   
Mario Spencer & Ricky Spencer 

 

Musicians (10:30 a.m.)  
Heather Rampton, Choir/Minister of Music 

Dave Nourse Cantor, Chancel Choir  
Travis Lohmann, Organist 

 

Greeters & Ushers:  
Gerrie Holmes & Larry Holmes (8:00 a.m.) 
Marianne Bell & Mark Romero (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Altar Guild: Barbara Ryhter, Myra Love, Ellen Stevens, & 
Mamie Hechter 

Flower Guild: Mamie Hechter & Darlene Albert 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS THIS WEEK 
 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

Monday May 22, 9:00 am Coffee and Conversation in the   
  Parish Hall 
Wednesday May 24, 6:00 pm Holy Eucharist & Healing Service 
  in the Chapel 
Saturday May 27, 9:00 am Community Breakfast in the  
   Parish Hall 
Saturday May 27, 10:30 am Baptism Preparation in the    
  Church 
Sunday Mary 28, Day of Pentecost: 10:30 am Holy Baptism 
Monday May 29, 9:00 am Coffee and Conversation in the  
   Parish Hall  
Wednesday May 31, 6:00 pm Holy Eucharist & Healing Service 
  in the Chapel 

 
The Day of Pentecost, along with Christmas and Easter, is one 
of the three great feast days of the Church Year. As described in 
the Acts of the Apostles (2:1–31), it commemorates the descent 
of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles and other followers of Jesus 
Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of 
Weeks. This major feast day will be celebrated at the 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday and 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. services next Sunday, May 27 
& 28.  The liturgical color of the Day of Pentecost is red, so 
wear something red to celebrate the day.  

 
Pray for healing and comfort for Barbara, Stanley, Hauteen, 
Kathy K. and family, Justin, Mary, Dianne, Paul and Barbara. 
Pray also for JoAnna, Denise, Lisa, Fr. James, Coralissa, Anne, 
Chad and President Jimmy Carter.  
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Parish Community Breakfast Saturday, May 27 9:00 a.m. 
All are welcome to join us for breakfast in the Parish Hall next 
Saturday, including children accompanied  by their parents. The 
main course will be provided, and you are encouraged to bring a 
breakfast item to share. The Parish Hall will be open for coffee 
at 8:30 a.m. and breakfast will be served at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Vacation Bible School will be July 17-20 from 9 a.m. until 
1:00. The VBS planning team is excited to have chosen the 
curriculum and is now working on pulling together the crafts, 
music, snacks, lessons and activities for each day. It will be a lot 
of fun for the kids and the VBS volunteers! Please remember to 
reserve this time on your calendars! VBS registration will 
begin this Sunday! 
 
A Word About Worship Bulletin Announcements:  If you 
have an important Announcement for the weekend worship 
bulletins, call Christina in the Church Office (702) 838-7444, 
9:00 am 1:00 pm) or send her an email 
(info@graceofsummerlin.org) by the prior Monday. For a full 
review of information and happenings at Grace in the Desert 
check out the weekly E-News and the church website at 
https://graceofsummerlin.org/.  

mailto:info@graceofsummerlin.org
https://graceofsummerlin.org/

